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When I was a very small youngster, John the Baptist was merely one of the more difficult hurdles in

the path of the Confiteor: Ã¢â‚¬Å“I confess to Almighty God, to Blessed Mary ever Virgin, to

Blessed Michael the Archangel, to Blessed John the Baptist. . .Ã¢â‚¬Â•As I grew into a college

student, I found him recurring in the magnificent art of the Renaissance. The painters of those

glowing days liked to present him chiefly as one of the group made up of Mary and her little Son and

Elizabeth and her strong young man son. Even then he was clad in rough garments, a prophetic

symbolism, but a fact which Elizabeth, a devoted old mother, would hardly have tolerated. Ã‚Â  She

was not likely to clothe her little boy in rough camelÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s hair. Anyhow I soon found out that

there was no basis for the pictures and the lovely groupings. John probably never saw his divine

cousin until, a grown man, he welcomed Him on the banks of the Jordan.
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